25" of November 2015 


¥ 


Students’ Association 
Satyajit Ray Film & Television Institute 


To whom it may concern, 


We, the students of SRFTI would like to draw attention to the lack of 
perceptiveness that the higher authorities of the concerned ministry is 
showing to the students of Film & Television Institute of India, Pune. Not only 
is it appalling to see the students being referred to as a “threat” to the festival 
since the start of International Film Festival of India from 20" November but it 
also defies all logic how the authorities are dealing with the issue that started 
several months ago. 


Apart from arresting and harassing two former students of FTI! for staging 
protest at the inaugural ceremony of IFFI, the Goa police went so far as to 
detain another FTII student from the venue of the event for the mere reason of 
wearing a T-shirt with the name FTII on it. And if this was not enough, a 
student hailing from FTI was asked to leave and quit his remaining internship 
at Film Bazaar, which takes place parallel to IFFI as an initiative by the NFDC, 
another undertaking of the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting. The false 
allegations of trespassing and criminal conduct that the students were 
arrested under, holds the authority responsible to explain what impetus it had 
to take such measures, if we still live in a democracy. 


Such targeted actions against the students of an institute whose foundations 
lie in the same vision of modern India that also nurtured the current IITs and 
IIMs, are not only condemnable but also necessitates for everyone, and not 
just the students of various film schools to realize that the students of FTII are 
not only being consciously and constantly cornered by the government but are 
being denied their fundamental right to freedom of expression. 


It is ironic how the 1&B ministry is trying to put 
on a different face towards the international intelligentsia through IFF! while at 
the same time resorting to a straightjacket solution against the students of an 
institute which is a part of the same structure that |&B ministry is responsible 
for. Actions such as dropping the entire student film section at IFFI this year 
shows a lack of foresight on the part of the authorities and a general disregard 
towards the student population throughout the country. 


Thus we request all the concerned authorities to take a comprehensive and 
meditative look at the FTII issue in the hindsight, if we truly want to be the free 
country we are projecting ourselves to be. 


